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Mission: To raise the level, dynamism and creativity of 
the whole European research system by: 

➢ Supporting the emergence of research leaders

➢ Improving the career prospects of early stage 
researchers

➢ Providing a benchmark for all of Europe’s national 
research authorities and individual institutions

A Radical Step Forward for Science in Europe
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ERC is Different

Scientific Freedom

• Scientific quality as the only criterion for selection
• Support to the individual scientist – no consortia!
• No predetermined subjects (bottom-up)
• Support to Frontier Research in all fields of Science and Humanities
• International peer-review

Scientific Governance

• Independent Scientific Council with 22 members including the ERC 

President; full authority over funding strategy and evaluation

• Support by a Dedicated Implementation Structure (ERC Executive 

Agency)
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Horizon 2020 budget distribution

ERC budget per year

ERC Budget
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Starting Grants

starters 

(2-7 years after PhD) 

up to € 1.5 Mio 

for 5 years

Advanced Grants 
track-record of

significant research

achievements in the

last 10 years

up to € 2.5 Mio 

for 5 years

Synergy Grants (re-launched 2018)

2 – 4 Principal Investigators

up to € 10.0 Mio for 6 years
1 PI can be based outside EU/AC

Proof-of-Concept 
bridging gap between research - earliest stage 

of marketable innovation 

lump sum €150,000 for ERC grant holders

ERC Grant Schemes

Consolidator Grants

consolidators 

(7-12 years after PhD) 

up to € 2 Mio 

for 5 years
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ERC Main Grants

• Over 10,000 main ERC grants awarded since 2007, 

of total value € 18.6 billion euro

• Over 75,000 staff working in ERC teams

• Over 800 different Host Institutions
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ERC Grants in the Nordic Countries
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ERC Ex-post Evaluations
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Qualitative evaluation of completed ERC projects
Overall results from 2015 to 2019

A - Scientific breakthrough B - Major scientific advance

C - Incremental scientific contribution D - No appreciable scientific contribution

20% of ERC-funded Projects Deliver Scientific Breakthroughs
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"The ERC had the highest category 
normalised citation impact, the 
highest percentage of papers in the 
world’s top 1% and the highest 
percentage of papers involving 
international co-authorship of the 50 
funders most frequently 
acknowledged by authors in the Web 
of Science between 2007 and 2016. 
Of the 100 most frequently 
acknowledged funders, only three 
(all large pharmaceutical companies) 
have a higher citation impact –
though not substantially higher.“

ERC Funds the Best 
Research of All Major 
Funders in the World
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Horizon Europe: Evolution not Revolution
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the ERC Scientific Council 
requests an absolute minimum 
budget of €16.6bn in current 
prices (or €14.7bn in constant 
2018 prices) over the next 7 years 

The ERC Budget Evolution 
with the present proposal
giving €14.86bn to the ERC 
in current prices, forces a 
freeze over the next 7 years 
with only inflation increases.

Possible ERC Budget Evolution
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• More information: erc.europa.eu

• National Contact Point: erc.europa.eu/national-contact-

points

• Sign up for news alerts: erc.europa.eu/keep-updated-erc

• Follow us on      

www.facebook.com/EuropeanResearchCouncil

twitter.com/ERC_Research

www.linkedin.com/company/european-research-council

The European Research Council


